
European harmonization and mutual recognition

building blocks for the internal market in Europe

Oscar Nieto 30/11/2018



European Union 1989

Construction 

Products

Directive

CE marking for 

construction 

concept

Fit for purpose



Construction 

Products

Regulation

Evolution and not 

revolution

European Union 2011



Common technical 

language

Single market for 

construction 

products

Product 

performance 

declaration

European Union 2019



Construction Products Regulation

CE marking means:

This construction product has been assessed as to its 

performance in accordance with a harmonised European 

standard or a European Assessment Document.

The declared performance is available in CE marking 

and Declaration of Performance



Construction Products Regulation
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Construction Products Regulation





System in place

Mandates developed more than 

20 years ago

Standards following technical 

and practical approaches with 

legal implications

Citation according to technical 

and legal criteria
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Court cases

Bauregellisten (C-100/13)

James Elliott (C-613/14)

Global Gardens (T-474/15)

Germany vs. EC (T-229/17)

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?num=C-100/13
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=184891&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=788862
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=187179&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=791300
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/documents.jsf?oqp=&for=&mat=or&lgrec=fr&jge=&td=%3BALL&jur=C%2CT%2CF&num=T-229%252F17&page=1&dates=&pcs=Oor&lg=&pro=&nat=or&cit=none%252CC%252CCJ%252CR%252C2008E%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252C%252Ctrue%252Cfalse%252Cfalse&language=en&avg=&cid=5138293


Harmonised standards

≈300
hEN not updated 
according to the 
CPR and cited

≈50
hEN revised 

according to the 
CPR, and cited

≈90
hEN revised 

according to the 
CPR, but not cited

≈40
new hEN according
to the CPR, but not 

cited





Joint position paper with FIEC

Common agreements on the need 
to improve standardisation

Highlighted topics:

→ Keep compulsory & voluntary 
characteristics approach

→ Improve coordination with MS

→ Consolidation of mandates

→ Facilitate the creation of 
classes

Joint position

https://www.construction-products.eu/publications/position-papers/joint-position-paper-standardisation


Joint Initiative on 

Standardisation

Action 5



Joint declaration

We want to work together to find 

short-term solutions so that the 

internal market for construction 

products can function in an 

efficient and effective way

Joint declaration

https://www.construction-products.eu/publications/publications/joint-declaration-standardisation-system


Standardisation request

Regulatory approach according 

to a complex procedure

Transparent process

Voting by Member States 

(Committee on Standards)







Smart CE marking

Published and available

Ready to be implemented by 

product CEN/TC

No conflict with regulatory 

provisions

Document available online

https://www.construction-products.eu/services-jobs/smart-ce-marking




CEN Workshop Agreement

hEN

CEN

Workshop

Agreement

Smart CE

marking

format

+ 

Essential

characteristics



CEN/TC development based on their expertise XML translation

hEN specific



Manufacturer

Declaration of 

performance

information

Smart CE

marking

format

+  

Manufacturer

Smart CE

marking

document

XML DoP

available online

XML DoPhEN specific



Compute readable

manufacturer’s DoP is online 

and CE marking in the product 

includes a link to the file

DoP recipients can download

the DoP and work with

the information using

their IT devices
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Future of the CPR

Solve implementation issues

Solve and prevent discussions 

with Member States

Improve technical specifications 

development

Keep legal consistency



Consultation

Consultation launched by the 

EC to collect feedback for 

their proposal about the future 

of the CPR





Legislative procedure

Guide ordinary legislative procedure

2020

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/publications/2016/pdf/QC0415816ENN_pdf/
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